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May you and your family have a very blessed Christmas and a Happy 

New Year! 

Gi� of the Old One 

     The young couple had made their usual hurried, pre-Christmas visit to the li�le 

farm where dwelt their elderly parents with their small herd of goats. The farm 

had been named Lone Pine Farm because of the huge pine which topped the hill 

behind the farm, and through the years had become a talisman to the old man 

and his wife, and a landmark in the countryside.    The old folks no longer showed 

their goats, for the years had taken their toll, but they sold a li�le milk, and a few 

kids each year, and the goats were their reason for joy in the morning and con-

tentment at day’s end. 

     Crossly, as they prepared to leave, the young couple confronted the old folks, 

“Why do you not at least dispose of “The Old One”. She is no longer of use to use. 

It’s been years since you’ve had either kids or milk from her. You should cut cor-

ners and save where you can. Why do you keep her anyway?” The old man looked 

down as his worn boot scuffed at the barn floor and his arm stole defensively 

about the Old One’s neck as he drew her to him and rubbed her gently behind he 

ears. He replied so.ly, “We keep her because of love. Only because of love.”  

Baffled and irritated, the young folks wished the old man and his wife a Merry 

Christmas and headed back toward the city as darkness stole through the valley. 

So it was, that because of the leave taking, no one no2ced the insula2on smolder-

ing on the frayed wires in the old barn. None saw the first spark fall. None but the 

“Old One.” 

     In a ma�er of minutes, the whole barn was ablaze and the hungry flames were 

licking at the lo. full of hay. With a cry of horror and despair, the old man shout-

(Con2nued on page 5) 
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OFFICERS: 

President: Deb Macke (21) 

N3690 Elmwood Rd. 

Hawkins, WI  54530 

Phone: 715-563-0052 

raintree.lamanchas@gmail.com 

www.raintreedairygoats.com 

 

Vice-President:  Sharon Hi4ner (21) 

21591 Juniper Rd. 

Perris, CA  92510 

Phone: 951-789-6873 

sghi4ner@wildblue.net 

www.bluemoonandalusians.com 

 

Secretary-Treasurer: Pam Hogan (21) 

650 Sardine Creek Rd. 

Gold Hill, OR  97525 

541-210-4779 

FeatherbrainedFarm@ccountry.net 

www.featherbrainedliteratelamanchas.weebly.com 

 

 

 

ALBA Committee Appointments 
The American LaMancha Breeders Assn. is privileged to have many enthusias�c people working together to benefit the club 

and the breed. If you would like to contribute your �me and knowledge to any of our commi4ees, please contact the president. 

We value your input! Commi4ee members must be current with membership dues. 

Acquisi2onist and sends list of winner to be printed on cer 

2ficates by whomever is in charge of ALC Cer2ficate printer. 

Sends out results and awards to entrants, sends results by email 

to webmaster and newsle�er editor. Submits photos and results 

to Dairy Goat Journal and United Caprine News for publica2on. 

Works with commi�ee members to suggest changes as needed 

to program and submits proposals to ALC BOD. Submit Annual 

report to BOD in 2me for annual mee2ng in October and up-

dates BOD throughout the year as needed or requested by BOD. 

All-American Commi�ee: 

Chair: Sharla Macke, calicoacres@gmail.com 

Members: Deb Macke, raintree.lamancha@gmail.com 

Pam Hogan, FeatherbrainedFarm@ccountry.net 

Krista Myers, kastdemurs@gmail.com 

Lorene T oth, vltoth@a4.net  

Commi�ee responsible for receiving and preparing All 

American entries, contacts and lines up judges to judge All-

American, prepares entries for judging and mails them to 

judges. Prepares a list of awards to be purchased by Awards 

DIRECTORS: 

1) Abby Bunde (22) 

7515 W. Pla4e River Dr. 

Doniphan, NE  68832 

Phone 402-744-2551 

bundea@hotmail.com 

www.pla4evalleygoats.com 

2) Kassie Dwyer (22) 

242 Brighton Rd. 

Athens, ME  04912 

Phone 913-651-5254 

LoveMoo11@gmail.com 

www.EdenFarm.weebly.com  

3) Krista Myers (21) 

5431 Evonne Ave 

Santa Rosa, CA  95409 

Phone: 530-227-2737 

kastdemurs@gmail.com 

www.kastdemurs.com 

4) Lorene Toth (21) 

513 Buckley Hwy 

Union, CT  06076 

Phone: 860-576-1797 

vltoth@a4.net 

Mission	Statement:	The	American	LaMancha	club	was	organized	for	the	purpose	of	promotion	

and	development	of	the	LaMancha	breed.	We	aim	to	cooperate	with	all	other	organizations	in	

the	promotion	of	dairy	goats	in	general.	
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Awards/Youth Commi�ee:  

Chair: Terri Burke, backlashlamancha@gmail.com 

Members: Hannah Shilts, hmshilts@gmail.com 

 Tricia Greenwood, tgwood06@gmail.com  

Pam Hogan, FeatherbrainedFarm@ccountry.net 

Deb Macke, raintree.lamancha@gmail.com  

 Commi�ee coordinates the distribu2on of informa2on, 

solicita2on of nomina2ons, selec2on of recipients and the 

awards presenta2ons of present ALBA awards including: 

The Bob Webb Scholarship, Ray Engeman Scholarship and 

the American LaMancha Breeders Associa2on Herd 

Achievement Award. Works as a commi�ee to develop and 

present to the BOD and members new awards to support, 

recognize and honor the LaMancha breed and its breeders. 

Requests needed awards and cer2ficates through the 

Awards Acquisi2onist. Submit Annual report to BOD in 2me 

for annual mee2ng and updates BOD throughout the year 

as needed. This commi�ee is also responsible for coordi-

na2ng youth awards as needed with other commi�ees. 

 

Awards Acquisi&onist & Display Chair: 

Chair: Deb Macke, raintree.lamancha@gmail.com 

Person designated responsible for networking with standing 

commi�ee Chairs to provide economical and appealing 

awards, in accordance with the annual ALBA Budget, for all 

ALBA deserving program par2cipants. Submit Annual report 

to BOD in 2me for annual mee2ng, and updates BOD 

throughout the year as needed or requested by BOD. 

 

Breed Standards Commi�ee: 

Chair: Anne Jones, la4edadairy@gmail.com 

Members:  Hannah Shilts, hmshilts@gmail.com 

     Jullie Ma4hys, juliema4hys@aol.com 

Commi�ee responsible for monitoring and working with 

ADGA on the current and future LaMancha breed stand-

ards. Du2es include discussion of breed standard issues, 

possible change to breed standard, submiBng polls for 

membership if called for and working directly with the 

Communica&ons Commi�ee: 

Newsle�er Editor/Website Coordinator 

Deb Macke raintree.lamancha@gmail.com 

Facebook Editor 

Lorene Toth, vltoth@a4.net 

Commi�ee responsible for overseeing newsle�er and web-

site as well as communica2on to members which may in-

clude pos2ng updates on social media formats. Submit An-

nual report to BOD in 2me for annual mee2ng , and updates 

BOD throughout the year as needed or requested by BOD. 
 

Cons&tu&on & ByLaws: 

Chair: Deb Macke, raintree.lamancha@gmail.com 

Members:  Pam Hogan, FeatherbrainedFarm@ccountry.net 

       Cindy Bonifield, cindy_bonifield@yahoo.com 

           

Commi�ee responsible for enforcing the ALBA cons2tu2on 

and bylaws. Du2es include making sure C & BL is followed by 

officers, directors and members and working with members 

to make changes to C & BL when appropriate. Submit Annu-

al report to BOD in 2me for annual mee2ng, and updates 

BOD throughout the year as needed or requested by BOD. 
 

Fundraising/Raffle Commi�ee: 

Chair:  Cindy Bonifield, cindy_bonifield@yahoo.com 

Members: Pam Hogan, FeatherbrainedFarm@ccountry.net  

Commi�ee responsible for fundraising to support the ALBA 

and its business. Du2es include the  T-shirts, raffle, solici2ng 

dona2ons via whatever media route available, from breed-

ers and companies, submiBng dona2on informa2on to 

newsle�er and website for promo2on, preparing items for 

display at Conven2on/Na2onal Show and with help from 

member volunteers, oversee the raffle, selling 2ckets and 

conduc2ng the physical raffle at Conven2on. Will package 

and ship raffle items when necessary and prepare a state-

ment of raffle winners for newsle�er and website. Will de-

velop addi2onal fundraising possibili2es throughout the 

year. Submit Annual report to BOD in 2me for annual 

mee2ng, and updates BOD throughout the year as needed 

or requested by BOD. 

Awards/Youth Commi�ee:  

Chair: Kassie Dwyer, lovemoo11@gmail.com  

Members: Pam Hogan, FeatherbrainedFarm@ccountry.net 

 Cindy Bonifield, cindy_bonifield@yahoo.com 

Deb Macke, raintree.lamancha@gmail.com  

 Commi�ee coordinates the distribu2on of informa2on, so-

licita2on of nomina2ons, selec2on of recipients and the 

awards presenta2ons of present ALBA awards including: The 

Bob Webb Scholarship, Ray Engeman Scholarship and the 

American LaMancha Breeders Associa2on Herd Achievement 

Award. Works as a commi�ee to develop and present to the 

BOD and members new awards to support, recognize and 

honor the LaMancha breed and its breeders. Requests need-

ed awards and cer2ficates through the Awards Acquisi2on-

ist. Submit Annual report to BOD in 2me for annual mee2ng 

and updates BOD throughout the year as needed. This com-

mi�ee is also responsible for coordina2ng youth awards as 

needed with other commi�ees. 

 

Awards Acquisi&onist & Display Chair: 

Chair: Deb Macke, raintree.lamancha@gmail.com 

Person designated responsible for networking with standing 

commi�ee Chairs to provide economical and appealing 

awards, in accordance with the annual ALBA Budget, for all 

ALBA deserving program par2cipants. Submit Annual report 

to BOD in 2me for annual mee2ng, and updates BOD 

throughout the year as needed or requested by BOD. 

 

Breed Standards Commi�ee: 

Chair:  

Members:  Krista Myers, kastdemurs@gmail.com 

Commi�ee responsible for monitoring and working with 

ADGA on the current and future LaMancha breed standards. 

Du2es include discussion of breed standard issues, possible 

change to breed standard, submiBng polls for membership 

if called for and working directly with the ADGA Breed 

Standards commi�ee. Submit Annual report to BOD in 2me 

for annual mee2ng,, and updates BOD throughout the year 

as needed or request-

ed by BOD. 
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History Commi�ee:  

Chair: Lynne Kary-Rana, lynne@karydairygoats.com 

Members:  Pam Hogan, FeatherbrainedFarm@ccountry.net 

Commi�ee responsible for keeping a complete record of ALBA 

History. Du2es include maintaining copies of past and present 

newsle�ers, photographs of historical value to the breed, news-

paper clippings, AL BA program results and compiling scrap-

books that can be used at Na2onal Show and Conven2on. Sub-

mit Annual report to BOD in 2me for annual mee2ng,, and up-

dates BOD throughout the year as needed or requested by BOD 

Nomina&ons Commi�ee: 

Chair: Abby Bunde,  bundea@hotmail.com 

Members:  Deb Macke, raintree.lamancha@gmail.com 

Pam Hogan, FeatherbrainedFarm@ccountry.net 

Commi�ee responsible for procuring candidates to run for offic-

ers and BOD. Du2es include promo2ng open posi2ons and up-

coming elec2ons, providing ballot informa2on to the newsle�er 

editor to be posted online for vo2ng as spelled out in the C & 

BL’s, receiving vo2ng results and verifying membership status, 

tallying vo2ng results, no2fying candidates of results and an-

nouncing results to the membership. Submit annual report to 

BOD in 2me for annual mee2ng, and updates BOD throughout 

the year as needed or requested by BOD. 

Produc&on Commi�ee: 

Chair: Deb Macke, raintree.lamancha@gmail.com 

Members:  Cindy Bonifield, cindy_bonifield@yahoo.com 

Pam Hogan, FeatherbrainedFarm@ccountry.net 

Krista Myers, kastdemurs@gmail.com 

Abby Bunde, bundea@hotmail.com 

Commi�ee responsible for overseeing and supervising the ALBA 

produc2on and dam-sire award programs. Du2es include pro-

mo2ng and receiving entries, verifying that entries qualify for 

said produc2on awards, preparing a list of awards and sub-

miBng results to newsle�er editor, webmaster, and United 

Caprine News in a 2mely fashion. Responsible for submiBng 

results to UCN in 2me for the annual LaMancha edi2on. Also 

responsible for receiving entries for Youth Produc2on Honor roll 

and sending out awards as well as monitoring list of Breed 

Leader does owned by ALBA members and ordering and send-

ing out Produc2on medals to those recipients with appropriate 

cer2ficates. Chair maintains contact with commi�ee members 

throughout the year to discuss program and recommend chang-

es as needed to the BOD for approval. Submit Annual report to 

BOD in 2me for annual mee2ng,, and updates BOD throughout 

the year as needed or requested by BOD. 

 

 

 

Newsle�er is published quarterly: 

1st Q (Feb, March, April) on Feb 5 

2nd Q (May, June, July) on May 5 

3rd Q (Aug, Sept, Oct) on Aug 5 

4th Q (Nov, Dec, Jan) on Nov 5 

Deadlines for submissions are the 1st of the month in 

which they are published. 

The ALBA newsle"er will be sent out via email to all 

members unless member does not have an email ad-

dress. We have also added a Members Only link on the 

website where the newsle"er can be downloaded with a 

password which is also sent by email with your news-

le"er.  PLEASE KEEP YOUR EMAIL CURRENT WITH THE 

CLUB!!  

ALBA membership runs Jan 1 through Dec 31 

Specialty Commi�ee: 

Chair:  Lorene Toth, vltoth@a4.net 

Members: Pam Hogan, FeatherbrainedFarm@ccountry.net 

             Deb Macke, raintree.lamancha@gmail.com 

             Sharla Macke, calicoacres@gmail.com  

Commi�ee responsible for overseeing and administering AL-

BA Specialty Shows. Du2es include promo2ng the program, 

receiving applica2ons and verifying shows fitness to hold a 

specialty, preparing a list of awards to be ordered by awards 

acquisi2on designed, preparing list of cer2ficates to be print-

ed by ALBA printer possessor, packaging and shipping en2re 

specialty program awards and cer2ficates as well as any addi-

2onal correspondence with local specialty chairs, receiving 

specialty results and preparing photos and results for submis-

sion to newsle�er editor and webmaster, keeping track of 

2meline for results and submiBng request for payment re-

funds to S/T. Chair will be in contact with commi�ee members 

to choose approved shows and for discussion of changes to 

program to submit to BOD for approval. Submit Annual report 

to BOD in 2me for annual mee2ng, and updates BOD 

We need YOU!!! 

to volunteer to serve on commi�ees!!!! 
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ed to his wife to call for help as he raced to the barn to save their beloved goats. But the flames were roaring 

now, and the blazing heat drove him back. He sank sobbing to the ground, helpless before the fire’s fury.  By 

the 2me the fire department arrived, only smoking, glowing ruins were le., and the old man and his wife. 

They thanked those who had come to their aid, and the old man turned to his wife, res2ng her white head 

upon his shoulders as he clumsily dried her tears with a frayed red bandana. 

     Brokenly he whispered, “We have lost much, but God has spared our home on this eve of Christmas. Let 

us, therefore, climb the hill to the old pine where we have sought comfort in 2mes of despair. We will look 

down upon our home and give thanks to God that it has been spared.”  And so, he took her by the hand and 

helped her up the snowy hill as he brushed aside his own tears with the back of his hand. As they stepped 

over the li�le knoll at the crest of the hill, they looked up and gasped in amazement at the incredible beauty 

before them.  

    Seemingly, every glorious, brilliant star in the heavens was caught up in the gli�ering, snow-frosted 

branches of their beloved pine, and it was aglow with heavenly candles. And poised on its top most bough, a 

crystal crescent moon glistened like spun glass. Never had a mere mortal created such a Christmas tree such 

as this. Suddenly, the old man gave a cry of wonder and incredible joy as he pulled his wife forward. There, 

beneath the tree, was their Christmas gi.. 

     Bedded down about the “Old One” , close to the trunk of the tree, was the en2re herd, safe. At the first 

hint of smoke, she had pushed the door ajar with her muzzle and had led the goats through it. Slowly and 

with great dignity, never looking back, she had led them up the hill, stepping dain2ly through the snow. The 

kids were frightened and dashed about. The skiBsh yearlings looked back at the crackling, hungry flames, 

and tucked their tails under them as they licked their lips and hopped like rabbits. The milkers pressed un-

easily against the “Old One” as she moved calmly up the hill and to safety beneath the pine. 

And now, she lay among them and gazed at the faces of those she loved. Her body was bri�le with years, 

but the golden eyes were filled with devo2on as she offered her gi.—Because of Love. 

Only Because of Love. 

By Eunice “Pixie” Day, Washington, ME 

Reprinted from “Gopher Goat Gossip”, Nov-Dec 2002 

(Con2nued from page 1) 

Our club sends their deepest sympathy, Our club sends their deepest sympathy, Our club sends their deepest sympathy, Our club sends their deepest sympathy, 

thoughts and prayers to the many herds af-thoughts and prayers to the many herds af-thoughts and prayers to the many herds af-thoughts and prayers to the many herds af-

fectd by the west coast wildfires this year. We fectd by the west coast wildfires this year. We fectd by the west coast wildfires this year. We fectd by the west coast wildfires this year. We 

can’t imagine your pain and loss but know can’t imagine your pain and loss but know can’t imagine your pain and loss but know can’t imagine your pain and loss but know 

that our thoughts are always with you!that our thoughts are always with you!that our thoughts are always with you!that our thoughts are always with you!    
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Welcome New ALBA Directors!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abby  Bunde 

Pla4e  Valley Goats 

Doniphan, NE 

Kassie Dwyer 

Eden Farm 

Athens, ME 

Abby Bunde has been raising LaManchas in Nebras-

ka for the last 18 years. She, with her husband, 

Marty and grown children, Ka�e and Garre4 and 

daughter-in-law, Paxton,  operate Pla4e Valley 

Goats near Doniphan, NE 

Abby is president of the NE Dairy Goat Associa�on 

and she was instrumental in working to host the 

2020 ADGA Na�onal Show which was cancelled due 

to Covid. The site in Grand Island was only 15 miles 

from their home farm and Abby had worked �reless-

ly on the local host commi4ee to bring Na�onals to 

Nebraska. 

Abby and her family show at several local shows in-

cluding the Nebraska State Fair and they have 

shown at the Iowa State Fair in the past.  Their herd 

is on DHI and linear appraised and they have done 2 

years of successful laproscopic AI. 

Abby is a respiratory therapist at the VA Medical 

Center in Grand Island.  

Kassie, along with her husband, Joe, and 7 year old 

son, Joey, operate Eden Farm in Athens, ME.  

Kassie has been involved with dairy goats since she 

was 14 and their herd currently numbers 18 

LaMancha and Recorded Grade does. Their focus is 

in building a show quality herd and they sell milk, 

cheese, pudding, fudge and soap from their herd’s 

milk.  They are ac�ve in the show ring a4ending as 

many shows as possible in Maine and the sur-

rounding New England area. 

Kassie is an ADGA and ALBA member as wel as the 

Heart of ME Dairy Goat Associa�on where she edits 

the quarterly newsle4er and the Southern ME 

Dairy Goat Associa�on. She is a member of the 

ADGA youth commi4ee and a 4-H leader as well as 

a frequent show secretary at local shows. 

Kassie and her husband also operate a grass fed co-

calf opera�on and raise their own pork and chick-

ens. She is a junior high social studies teacher and 

athle�c director at the local K-8 school. 
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Welcome New ALBA Members! 
Youth Members in Red 

Benede4a Ladisa 

Jaks Farm 

Mill Neck, NY 

Nata Porter 

Double Trouble 

DeKalb, TX 

Gracie Goodwin 

Goodwin Family Farm 

Delight,  AR 
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Board of Director Action this quarter 

10/30/20: 

Proposal to purchase a vinyl sign to add to our ALBA dis-

play for Na�onal Show/Annual Mee�ng 

 

Vote: 6 yes 0 no  

10/02/20: 

Due to UCN ending on December 31, proposal to drop our 

adver�sing package to $10/year for business card in news-

le4er and on website 

Vote: 6 yes 0 no 

ALC Treasurer’s Report 
Submitted by Pam Hogan ~ ALBA Secretary-

Treasurer 

Balances as of November 9, 2020 
Checking Account 472.71  
PayPal Account $5500.39  

Membership Application 

This includes a quarterly newsletter emailed to your provided 
email address, voting privileges and contact info listed on the 

club’s website. 

(    ) Regular membership $15/yr     (     ) Youth Membership $10/yr (must be un-
der 18) 

Name ___________________________ DOB (youth only) ______ 

Street Address: ______________________________________ 
City: _________________ State: _______ Zip Code: _________ 

Phone number: _________Email address: ___________________ 
Website: ____________________________________________ 

If you are interested in having your business card included in the newsletter and 
on the club website, please indicate below and include an additional $10/year. 

Please email or mail your business card to Deb Macke, 
raintree.lamancha@gmail.com for inclusion in the newsletter & website.  

(     ) Business card ad $10/yr  

Please mail membership form and a check to ALBA Secretary/Treasurer:  

Pam Hogan, 650 Sardine Creek Rd., Gold Hill, OR  97525 
We really encourage you to renew your membership using the 

Paypal buttons on the website at www.lamanchas.org/index.htm 

Time to renew your 

membership for 

2021….please use 

the renewal bu�ons 

at 

www.lamanchas.org 

Any&me aBer 

9/1/20 
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ADGA 2019 Performance Breed Leaders 

August 2020 Elite Doe List 
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Goat Cheese Christmas Wreath Appe4zer 

2 logs goat cheese (10 oz each) 

1 1/2 cups dried cherries plus addi4onal for garnish 

1 1/2 cuts shelled copped pistachios + garnish  

1 pinch black pepper   

1 cut chopped fresh parsley 

Direc4ons: 

1. In the bowl of a stand mixer combine first 4 ingredients 

2. Shape the mixture into a long log on a piece of plas4c wrap 

3. Press the chopped parsley onto the cheese log on all sides except the bo"om 

4. Wrap the log semi-4ghtly with the plas4c wrap and chill for 30 minutes. 

5. A�er chilling, work the log (non parsley side down) into a circle shape on a round serving pla"er, press-

ing and pinching as need to make a wreath shape 

6. Garnish inside of wreath with addi4onal cherries and pistachios if desired and press a red bow into the 

cheese 

7. Cover and refrigerate at least 30 minutes or un4l ready to serve 

8. Serve with assorted crackers and/or breads4cks. 

Yield: 4 cups     Prepara4on Time: 30 minutes plus 1 hour refrigera4on 4me. 

Reprinted from h"p://kudoskitchenbyrenee.com/goat-cheese-christmas-wreath-dried-cherries/ 
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From the President…. 
HI everyone, 

Well...it’s s�ll a crazy year! Breeding season is winding down for most of us and our country’s elec�on is 

over. I hope regardless of who you backed in the elec�on you all agree that it’s �me to work together, 

much as we need to work together in the dairy goat world. 
 

We welcome both Abby Bunde and Kassie Dwyer as new members of the ALBA Board of Directors. Our 

thanks and apprecia�on go out to Cindy Bonifield and Cheryl Dufresne for all their hard work and �me serv-

ing on our board. 

 

Included in this newsle4er are paper forms to apply for a district specialty show and for the All American. 

Please use these forms for informa�on only and apply for both online. Remember, All Americans do not 

have to have show wins this year to be eligible to apply.  

We could really use some addi�onal commi4ee members. Just drop me a line if you’d like to be added to a 

specific commi4ee.  

If you have any ques�ons or sugges�ons please feel free to contact any of your officers or directors. Have a 

wonderful holiday season and let’s all look ahead to hopefully a be4er 2021!! 

Deb Macke 

President 

Christmas Wonder 
By Pixie Day, Sleighbell Farm, Washington, ME 

The young father and husband had done his best. His beginning career would take him to the city where it would not be possi-
ble to keep the herd so lovingly and carefully selected. All but the bred yearling had been sold and the family sent on ahead. 
He was to dispose of her and  join them on Christmas Eve. 

Now time had run out and no one wanted the little brown doe with white markings and appealing eyes. With no other course 
open, the dealer had been called and was now in the snowy driveway. The driver, who had obviously been having a bit of 
Christmas cheere at each stop, fumbled with the rusty fastenings and lowered the tailgate. The trembling doe was shoved into 
the already crowded truck against the calves and sheep, the fastenings secured and the truck drove off into the gathering twi-
light, unmindful of the tears trickling down the face of the man who stood watching it out of sight. 

Some distance down the road stood a cozy cottage. A curly headed toddler, too excited to sleep, edged carefully down the 
stairs, one step at a time, limp teddy bear under his arm and eyes wide with anticipation, while his parents were busy trimming 
the tree. Running quickly to the window beside the kitchen door, he pressed his face to the window, looking hopefully out into 

(Con2nued on page 13) 
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the darkness where a few light flakes of snow had begun to fall. It was at that moment that the truck which had passed 
minutes before hit a bump in the road and the tailgate, never too reliable at best, dropped suddenly and the little doe flew out 
of the opening and landed with a thump on her side in the slippery snow which covered the road. More frightened than ever, she 
pulled herself to her feet, looked about wildly and began to flee frantically back down the road. 

Suddenly she spotted the light in the window, which to her meant warmth and food and love, and leapt through the deepening 
snow toward it. Ah, there on the door was a great fir wreath with a bright red bow. As she had often done at home, she trotted 
to the window from which the light streamed to see if anyone was coming out to tend the herd. 

As the red-covered muzzle appeared in the window and the face of the doe stood looking in, the toddler’s eyes grew wide and 
the mouth formed a great “Oh!” The child and the doe stood nose to nose, eye to eye, and who was more started it would be 
hard to say. Then came a shout from the child, “Mama, Daddy, it’s Rudolph! It’s Rudolph!” 

Started the doe turned and fled once more into the thickening snow, while the child ran excitedly to his parents. They scooped 
the boy up and rumpled his curls, laughing as they did so at his overactive imagination. But he kept insisting and pointing to 
the kitchen window, and to quiet him, still chuckling, they carried him to it, pulling back the curtains to better let the light 
shine out, and to show the boy there was really nothing there. The laughter stopped suddenly and there wa indrawn breath as 
the deer-like hoof prints, now rapidly filling with snow, stood out sharply and disappeared into the circle of darkness. With a 
sense of wonder, they carried the sleepy toddler up to bed and tucked him in. Then, very thoughtfully, they returned to trim-
ming the tree. 

Terrified now, the little doe raced and slipped wildly down the road. That had not been home...where was home?? The fir 
morsels had done little to help her hunger and the wet snow was soaking through to her skin, adding to the misery. 

Somewhere ahead was a farm belonging to an elderly couple. They were feeling sad on this eve of Christmas. Their cow had 
recently died and the old horse was disconsolate. The two had been companions in barn and pasture for many a year and the 
barn was now a lonely place. The horse had lost interest in food, and had stood head hanging, for the past two days. The 
country veterinarian had not been able to help, for the horse no longer card, and that was the way of it. 

Hoping to arouse the animal’s interest with cut apples and love, the old man bundled up, picked up his lantern, and headed 
down the slippery path toward the barn. The horse heard the door open but did not bother to lift his head. The stall next to 
him was empty and his sorrow was great. 

The old man put his arm about the horse and proffered the cut-up apples. Politely, the horse mouthed them, and then let them 
fall into the hay-filled manger, hanging his head even lower. Tears slipped down the old man’s furrowed cheeks as his mittened 
hands stroked the once sleek neck. 

(Con2nued from page 12) 
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The little doe checked her wild flight as she suddenly saw through the thickening snow the  light streaming from the open barn 
door. Timidly, she lifted on hoof and stood tasting the homey barn smell with lifted muzzle. One foot at a time she advanced 
toward the door and stood for a moment looking in at so much that was familiar. 

Then, with a great rush, she was through the door and into the stall, pressing her wet, shivering body against the warmth of the 
old horse. Up came his head and with a loud whicker of welcome, he turned and drew her forward with his head. With a long 
sign, she closed her eyes and leaned ever closer as the horse continued, with excitement an djoy, to whicker softly. She had 
found a home 

Astonished, the old man stepped back and stared at the two. Then, turning, he raced to the house, calling to his wife as he 
went. Unnoticed, the lantern fell into the snow and went out as he stumbled up the steps and through the door. 

His wife dropped the apples she was paring and helped him to a chair, her wonder equaling his as he breathlessly poured out 
the story. Over and over he must repeat it. How God had seen their sorry and the loneliness of the old horse at the death of 
their cow, and sent His miracle on the eve of the birthday of His dearly beloved Son. That it was obvious that the doe would 
soon kid and they would have milk once more, but most importantly, the old horse had found joy and decided to live for an-
other springtime to come, and hopefully many, many more. 

And so it was that because of the little brown doe a young child and his parents experience the wonder of Christmas; an old 
horse and a young doe found love and hope; an old man and his wife believed in a miracle; and the livestock dealer—he found 
his own type of Christmas happiness and was too befuddled to know or care by the time he unloaded that he had inadvertently 
given his own Christmas gift to a very small portion of the world. 

 
Reprinted from December 1985 Dairy Goat Journal 

(Con2nued from page 13) 
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NOTE: INFORMATION ONLY….PLEASE APPLY FOR 2021 SPECIALTY SHOW ONLINE ONLY 

SPECIALTY SHOWS ARE NOT AVAILABLE FOR DISTRICTS 2 OR 4 IN 2021! 
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Informa&on only….please apply online at www.lamanchas.org 
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All American entries can be submi�ed online at www.lamanchas.org 
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The ALBA News is the official publica�on of the Ameri-

can LaMancha Breeders Assn. Contents of the ar�cles 

and le4ers submi4ed are the opinions of the authors 

and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the club 

or its officers. 

All artwork contained within are the property of the 

ar�st and may not be copied or duplicated without 

permission from the ar�st. 

ALBA membership runs from January 1st to December 

31st and is $15 a year.  

Newsle4er Ad Rates: (members only– non-member ad 

rates are double the listed rates) 

Full Page: $30 per issue 

Half Page: $15 per issue 

Quarter Page: $7.50 per issue 

Business Card: $3.00 per issue or $10 per year 

Classified Ads: Free to members in good standing 

 

 

ALBA Newsle4er 

Deb Macke-editor 

N3690 Elmwood Rd. 

Hawkins, WI  54530 

Ads may be submi4ed in hard copy, MSWord (.doc 

or .docx) or Publisher formats. Hard copy ads will be 

scanned in for inclusion in the newsle4er. We cannot 

be responsible for loss of quality on scanned ads. 

Deadline for submission for next newsle4er is: 

February 5, 2021 


